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How to Search for the Modernity of Tradition

Liang Hong, Professor, Faculty of Arts,

Renmin University of China

Abstract

Nowadays, contemporary literature has been distanced from classical
literature, cultural traditions, and relevant knowledge, giving rise to a rupture that
has become difficult to mend. This rupture has direct consequences. In their way
of thinking, contemporary writers are more receptive to the spirit of Western
literature, resulting in the roles of lone, skeptical, and helpless individuals
(which, of course, are fine, but lack a fundamental background). There is a
feebleness in the modern vernacular language within the classical Chinese
discourse ; therefore one can rarely see a profound, mixed language. This leads
us to have a single-sided view of the world. A great writer should be able to
not only inherit traditions but also create traditions. S / he should be able to
rejuvenate terminology and knowledge, raise dust and then wash it out, and
endow it with modern significance. The American-Arab scholar Edward
Said calls for “the return to philology” in his Humanism and Democratic
Criticism. This advocacy in fact refers to a return to humanism. The
process 1s to return to the beginning of history by tracing the origin of
language in order to look for the “formation of history” behind certain diction.
This is the same as tracing tradition by critically inheriting it. For writers and
literary critics, I believe, the first significant task is to refocus on language and
diction per se. Through the constant attention to and pursuit of language, they

shall discover the profound dimensions of time and space within literature so as
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’

to find the modern meaning of “tradition. ’

Keywords: the Modernity of Tradition, transformation of discourse, philology



