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Han Shaogong’s Re-examination of Chinese Root-
seeking Literature, with a Focus on the New
Edition of Han’s Pa Pa Pa

Kwong Man Fung
(Ph. D. Candidate, Department of Chinese Language and

Literature, the Chinese University of Hong Kong)

Abstract

In 2006, Han Shaogong, one of the most vital writers in contemporary
Chinese literature, rewrote his renowned novel Pa Pa Pa, a classic of the “Root-
seeking” movement in the 1980s. At the same time, Han published a series of
articles on “seeking the root” and put his theory into practice in Pa Pa Pa. The
ambiguity of the novel immediately raised great concern. Critics generally viewed
it as a tale showing the dark side of the Chinese national character.

In the new version of Pa Pa Pa, Han added more than 10,000 words and
made significant amendments. With a detailed comparison of the two versions,
this paper argues that Han re-examined the Chinese “root-seeking” literature and
responded to criticism that had been made over the previous 20 years through
rewriting his classic work. It also shows that in the new version, Han deliberately
toned down the level of criticism and focused on the dilemma the characters
encountered in the novel. Taking the novel as an example, this paper shows the
complexity of Chinese “root-seeking” literature.

Moreover, with the support of Han’s articles published in the 2000s, this
paper argues that Han’s concern shifted from the influence of Chinese avant-garde
literature to why the young intellectuals sent to rural regions during the Great

Cultural Revolution were so eager to “seek their roots.” As such, Han’s re-
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interpretation of “root-seeking” is an attempt to advocate his idea of “A Retreat

of Progress. ”

Keywords: Han Shaogong, “root-seeking” literature, Pa Pa Pa, new version,

the 1980s



