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Garden and Seclusion :

New Thinking of Six Dynasties Literature

Wang Lijian

( Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Central University )

Abstract :

Seclusion is socially common, while gardening is culturally common in the
Six Dynasties. In many of the scenery descriptive poems, gardens are the objects
usually portrayed, thus formed the style of gardening literature. In fact, seclusion,
gardens and gardening literature are closely related to each other. Garden is the
cultural carrier of seclusion ideology and is related to literature creation; the
seclusion ideology generates the popularity of gardens, and in the same time
develops and presents through gardening. When seclusion ideology evolves by
gardens 1s converted to writings, it commences the prosperity of gardening
literature in the Six Dynasties. Through the gardens as cultural carrier, the literati
in the Six Dynasties expect to live a sequestered life, place their feelings in
landscapes and wildness by living in a natural and ideal way, so as to preserve
their individuality and refine their spirit. All these embody utterly in the gardening

literature of the Six Dynasties.

Keywords: the Six Dynasties, garden, seclusion, garden literature



