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Goddess of Fertility, Beautified Daoist Goddess and
Human-Spirit Love Affairs
— Discussion of Jiuzi Momu in “Hei

Sou” and “Yugui Shennii”

LAU Yin Ping Grace

( Professor, Chinese Department, Lingnan University )

Abstract :

The fiction record of Jiuzi Momu first appears in Liu Jiangshu, Yi Yuan. The
worship of this fertility goddess starts from the Jin dynasty as stated in the story of
Zhang Ying ( Taiping GuanglJi Vol. 113 / 161 ). The worship of Jiuzi Momu
flourishes in the Tang dynasty. In the Ming dynasty there is one piece of work
recorded in Hui Yuan: Yuhui Shennii. Jiuzi Momu is a Buddhist goddess, her
original name is Hariti. Jiuzi Momu is an influential fertility goddess yet very
little attention has been paid to the fiction related to this goddess. This article is to
study the fiction of Jiuzi Momu especially “Hei Sou” ( Taiping Guangji Vol 41)
and “Yugui Shennii” ( Hui Yuan) with the perspective of folk customs. Firstly is
to study Jiuzi Momu as a goddess of fertility. Secondly is to study the beautified
process of this goddess in relation to her original “status” as a yaksha: a
malevolent spirit. Thirdly is to study the antipathy magic in the human-spirit love
affairs. With the study of this article, the changes of images from a fertility
goddess to a beautified goddess in love affairs of Jiuzi Momu can be also be

traced.

Keywords: Jiuzi Momu, Fertility Goddess, Human-Spirit Love Affairs, Yaksha,

Antipathy Magic



