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The Astronomical Problems in Su Shi’s Dong Po
Shu-Zhuan and His Other Poems, With Respect
Mainly to “The Former Ode for the Red CIliff”

Tsai Kenhsiang
( Professor and director, Institute of Chinese Classical Studies,

National Kaohsiung Normal University )

Abstract

As one of the most famous scholar and poet in Song Dynasty, Su Shi’s “The
Former Ode for the Red CIliff” is a popular literary work and has often been
chosen in the nowadays textbooks as a masterpiece of traditional Chinese
literature. However, Ling Ting-Kan and Zhang Er-Qi of Qing Dynasty doubted
that the astronomical knowledge of the two sentences —— ‘ the moon rose from

behind the eastern mountain and lingered between the Dipper Mansion and the Ox

Mansion’ in “The Former Ode” was erroneous. In this paper, Su Shi’s Dong
Po Shu-Zhuan will be examined with respect to his ability in astronomy, and then
his other poems with relevant astronomical description will also be checked. After
being compared with that of “The Former Ode,” we can determine whether Su
Shi’s astronomical knowledge was in error, or there were other reasons that he
wrote so.

The conclusion of this paper is that Su Shi’s astronomical knowledge was of

high level and he just used “the Dipper Mansion and the Ox Mansion” as a

metonymy for all the stars in heaven.

Keywords: “The Former Ode for the Red Cliff” , metonymy, the Dipper Mansion

and the Ox Mansion, Twenty-eight Star Groups, Astronomy



