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Haiguang wenyi and the popular fiction
of the 1960s Hong Kong

Wei Yan

(Assistant Prof. , Lingnan University, Hong Kong)

Abstract

This paper discussed the popular fiction in Haiguang wenyi, one of the most
important literary journals by the leftist in the 1960s Hong Kong. Previously the
studies of this journal mainly focused on its significance as a grey journal of the
leftists during the cold war, this paper, however, conducted a detailed analysis in
its texts of popular fiction. It consisted two parts. Part one discussed the essays on
the theory of popular literature published in this journal, including discussions on
martial art fiction by Liang Yusheng and Jing Yong, the analysis by Ying Ruosi
on the topic of romances of Qiong Yao and Guo Lianghui. Part two did a detailed
readings of the popular fiction in this journal, especially the stories written by
Zheng Hui, Yi Da and Yi Shu. These three writers were the most popular
romance writers of the 50s, 60s and 70s each. In general, this paper argued that
Haiguang wenyi contributed greatly to the popular literature writings in the 1960s
Hong Kong literature. Not only did it take a serious attitude to treat popular
literature at that time, but also the popular stories published in this journal

exhibited the diversity of genres and generations at that time.

Keywords: Haiguang wenyi, 1960s Hong Kong literature, popular fiction



