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A Study on “Yin Shi” in Da Gao

Li Xue-qin

( Professor, Department of History/Institute of Humanities, Tsinghua University )

Abstract:

It is generally believed that Yin Shi in Da Gao K3l is an abbreviation of the
titles Zuoce Yin {EM}F and Neishi Yin A 82 7. However, this paper argues that
Yin is the family name of Shi Yi %2{%, who was one of the Zuoce Yi {E i} ik
dated back to the beginning of the Western Zhou Dynasty. Shi Yi owned his fief
at the place of Yin, which became his family name. It was a hereditary right that
the descendants of Shi Yi being the chief of court recorders, who had managed to

keep this tradition after the capital was moved eastward to Luo Yang.
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