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Female Image in the Qing Dynasty
in Portrait Painting Poems

Cho Ching-fen

( Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Central University )

Abstract :

Portraits became very popular in the Qing Dynasty, and many male scholars
and female authors made “small pictures” or “small portraits”. Made by either
oneself or others, the portrait and its included poem became part of the major
“self-reinterpretation” channels for women in the Qing Dynasty. As the portrait
recorded the female subject’s appearance and image and the poem demonstrated
her spiritual contents, a full self-image was formed by combining these elements.
Hence, the self-image, self-ideal, self-interest, and self-value of life of women in

the Qing Dynasty are manifested in the portrait’s poem.

Keywords: women in the Qing Dynasty, female image, portrait, painting poem,

autobiography



