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An Inspection on the Period of Time of Materials of Yili

from Archaeological Cultural Relics

Kuo-liang Yeh

( Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese

Literature, National Taiwan University )

Abstract

It is necessary to separate the times in the classics from the
years of their completion. The author agrees with Shen Wenzhuo’s
point of view that the Rites and Ceremonies ( Yili) was completed
during the late Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods of
Eastern Zhou, but the recorded ceremonial rites were practiced
throughout Western Zhou. Scholars, including Shen, have paid less
attention to dating these rites. To make a complete investigation of
the time issue, this article proposes an alternative of dating back the
rites in the Rites and Ceremonies by means of comparing with dated
excavations, though not fully relying on * Method of Dual
Evidence. ” The rationale of my suggested method is that the Rites
and Ceremonies retains rites that derive from the period of the Yin
and Zhou, if they are indicated in excavations of this period but not
continuously used until the Warring States period. In addition, if
excavations, which date back to the Warring States period, show
nothing about the rites used by the Spring and Autumn period and
these rites are also not included in the Rites and Ceremonies, it
refers that the book is a legacy of rites by this period. The above

method is an argument from silence, but it partially proves that this
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ritual classic presents earlier rites than those during the time when it

was completed, namely the Warring States period.

Keywords; Rites and Ceremonies (Yili) , ceremonial rites, excavation



