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Investigation Proper to It,” Essays on Some Unsettled Questions of Political
Economy, 2nd ed. (London: Longmans, Green, Reader & Dyer, 1874) , essay
5, paragraphs 38 and 48.

SR, (B ) (L3 SCHE th ikt , 2005 4F) , 413,

Al b, | 207,

Raymond Williams, Marxism and Literature ( New York & London: Oxford
University Press, 1977), 132. “A social experience which is still in progress,
often indeed not yet recognized as social but taken to be private, idiosyncratic,
and even isolation, but which in analysis ( though rarely otherwise) has its
emergent, connecting, and dominant characteristics, indeed its specific
hierarchies. These are often more recognizable at a later stage, when they have
been (as often happens) formalized, classified, and in many cases built into
institutions and formations. By that time the case is different; a new structure of

feeling will usually already have begun to form, in the true social present. ”
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From Karl Marx to Adam Smith; Reading Zhang
Dapeng’s Golden Path.

Abstract :

This essay seeks to understand the recent social and cultural
dynamics of China by means of reading Zhang Dapeng’s novel
Golden Path. Zhang’s novel describes the economic boom in China
since the eighties, and the resultant shakeup of ethical and affective
relationships at different social levels. It is not merely a belated
bildungsroman of a man in search of his identity in economic terms,
but also a sarcastic critique of a socialist system turned upside down

thank to the advancement of liberal desires.

Keywords: Socialism, Capitalism, China, Economic Man



