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A New Interpretation of the term “ & H” found in Wu-
ming from the Seventh volume of The Chu Bamboo Slips
of Warring States period collected at the Shanghai

Museum

Lee Wing-Kin
(Lecturer, College of Professional and Continuing Education,

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University )

Abstract

Much has already been written since the publication of the
seventh volume of The Chu Bamboo Slips of Warring States period
collected at the Shanghai Museum ( _I 1515954 i e Bk B 2847 &) ,

yet part of its contents remains undeciphered. This article attempts
to elucidate the term “ E H” from bamboo slip no. 9 of Wu-ming

in three ways: character’s form, sound and meaning. After
thoroughly examining the existing research, I agree with the opinion
of Feng Sheng-Jun that “ §f 7 should be defined as “ % 7.
Nevertheless, differing from the interpretation given by Feng, 1
believe that “f%£” should be read as “B” instead of “Z2” in the
bamboo texts. The term “fE H” is tantamount to “3%&H” found in
Zuozhuan , which means “tomorrow”. In the context of Wu-ming,

“Bf H” indicates the date of outbreak of war.

Keywords : Chu bamboo slips, Wu-ming, Tomorrow, Phonetic loan



