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A Study on the Relationships between Xunzi, Laozi and

Zhuangzi ; Using Lexicons as a Point of Investigation

Lin Liling
( Doctoral Candidate, Department of Chinese Language and

Literature , The Chinese University of Hong Kong)

Abstract ;

Xunzi was written during the late Warring States period. Most
of the chapters in Xunzi comment on Confucianism, Mohism, and
Daoism, etc. The most remarkable ones are “Fei shi er zi” Jg+
F, “Tian lun” KFiy, and “Jie bi” f# k. Most of the existing
academic researches on the relationships between Xunzi and the
other works of pre-Han philosophers focus on these three chapters
without paying much attention to the rest. This thesis compares the
texts and the uncommon lexicons in Xunzi with Laozi and Zhuangzi.
It aims at examining how Laozi and Zhuangzi, helped formulate the

philosophical ideas stated in Xunzi.

Keywords : Xunzi, Laozi, Zhuangzi, lexicons, relationships



