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Ugliness, Ghost King and Temple; Deity-making in
“Celebrating an Abundant Harvest the Five Ghosts Tease
Zhong Kui”

Lau Yin Ping Grace

( Academic Dean of Arts, Lingnan University

Professor of Chinese Department, Lingnan University )

Abstract

“ Celebrating and Abundant Harvest the Five Ghosts Tease
Zhong Kui” is the first drama on the tale of “Five Ghosts Tease
Zhong Kui” which appears in the Ming Dynasty. In “Celebrating an
Abundant Harvest the Five Ghosts Tease Zhong Kui”, Zhong Kui
has to subdue a lot of ghosts. In addition, there is a complete deity-
making process. The essence of deity-making is not due to the great
magic power of Zhong Kui. It is the power of the character,
integrity and righteousness that help Zhong Kui to conquer evil
forces. This paper would discuss the incongruity of the ugly
appearance and inner beauty of Zhong Kui. In addition, ghosts
such as the five ghosts would be traced from its origin to bring out
the importance of subduing these ghosts for Zhong Kui to become
the ghost king. Different from the pre-texts of the Zhong Kui tales,
in “Celebrating an Abundant Harvest the Five Ghosts Tease Zhong
Kui”, Zhong Kui conquers the ghosts not for the king but for the
court officer which is a kind of creative treason. This “action”
brings Zhong Kui the temple which is an essential part of the deity-

making. This article focuses on the role of ghosts and deity to show
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the process of making the Ghost King. “Celebrating an Abundant
Harvest the Five Ghosts Tease Zhong Kui” is a mature Zhong Kui
tale which inflicts influence on the related Zhong Kui tales of the

following decades.

Keywords: Five Ghosts Tease Zhong Kui, Deity-making, Ugliness,

Inner beauty, Incongruity, Creative Treason



