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The Inheritance of Abroad: The Acceptance of Tang
Poetry and the Perception of Weather in Li Se’s “Mu Yin
Shi Gao”

Liao Meiyu
( Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,

Feng Chia University )

Abstract

Li Se was a Korean scholar and learned to write Chinese poetry
at the age of fourteen. He was a man of gifts. He was good at
outstanding observation of natural scenery. Besides, he once
studied and employed in China in his early life. Because of this
experience, he encountered dynastic changes in both countries,
including the transition of Yuan and Ming in China and the
transition of Gao Li and Li Chao in Korea. These political and
cultural experiences became the treasure of his poetry. Intriguingly,
Li Se studied the philosophy of Zhu Xi. His poetry met with Ou
Yang Xuan acceptance. Meanwhile, Li Se’s poetry had said he
learned and inherit of China poetry. Li Se admired Li Bai and Du
Fu as much as he respects Zhu Xi and Cheng Yi. All of them were
honored by Li Se and become the cultural heroes in his mind. As
for the poetics, Li Se considered Nan Feng to be the origin of
Chinese poetry. In this poetry, it was his convictions that we should
live in accordance with the nature, just like people in the ancient
time. Thus, his poetry embodied the blessings in spring and

avoided the “ sadness of autumn/spring” in poetic tradition. He
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certainly was recognized as the important poet who represented the

Chinese culture in Korea.

Keywords: Li Se, Tang Poetry, Inheritance of Abroad, Perception

of Weather, Accordance with Nature



