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138 Stamford FYFE 5T .

On the very day that I had come to this conclusion, I was
standing at the Criterion Bar, when someone tapped me on
the shoulder, and turning round I recognized young Stamford,
who had been a dresser under me at Bart’s. The sight of a
friendly face in the great wilderness of London is a pleasant
thing indeed to a lonely man. In old days Stamford had never
been a particular crony of mine, but now I hailed him with
enthusiasm, and he, in his turn, appeared to be delighted to
see me. In the exuberance of my joy, I asked him to lunch
with me at the Holborn, and we started off together in a
hansom. “ Whatever have you been doing with yourself,
Watson?” he asked in undisguised wonder, as we rattled
through the crowded London streets. “ You are as thin as a

lath and as brown as a nut. ” (16]
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“Poor devil!” he said, commiserating, after he had
listened to my misfortunes. “What are you up to now?”

“Looking for lodgings,” I answered. Trying to solve the
problem as to whether it is possible to get comfortable rooms at
a reasonable price.

“That’s a strange thing,” remarked my companion,
“you are the second man today that has used that expression to
me. ”

“And who was the first?” I asked.

“A fellow who is working at the chemical laboratory up at
the hospital. He was bemoaning himself this morning because
he could not get someone to go halves with him in some nice
rooms which he had found, and which were too much for his
purse. ”

“By Jove!” I cried; if he really wants someone to share
the rooms and the expense, I am the very man for him. I

(17)

should prefer having a partner to being alone.
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Dey aint no tin in him, “Massa Wil, I keep a tellin on
you,” here interrupted Jupiter; “de bug is a good bug, solid,
ebery bit of him, inside and all, sep him wing — neber feel
half so hebby a bug in my life. ” 7]

fin 5 (Jupiter) 4R 0 H : ZHOR T, Mo P,
REEF, RAZS, e BMEITR, o2 E8H, T4

KRE Bz EH P
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PRI 3L A B 5, TR 265 1 8 8 B R ) 1 A 1 Y
TR B S AR R B LT AU L BT
7B 9 LA SR, S I BRI B P SC At L A5
—els " OOV T TS 7 A RS R IR0 BRAT B 45 )
SR, I AKERE T, DAFEIRE 53, JR 1R 76 #a%) i i
TRk . IS Legrand M0 TR — ) 2 H I RORE A
Fl— BB L JEC

“I am anxious to oblige you in any way,” I replied; “but
do you mean to say that this infernal beetle has any connection
with your expedition into the hills?”

“It has. ”

“Then, Legrand, I can become a party to no such absurd
proceeding. ”

“I am sorry — very sorry — for we shall have to try it by

ourselves. ”
JEVE N IRESC .
FTHE:“Eawmam AL, WA NE, TELSLL, B
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B

“You remember,” said he, “the night when I handed

you the rough sketch I had made of the scarabseus---”

Af LU AR N B IN 8RSy, anTH LS G, BONAT & 30w
WSRO R o AFLTR] R, JE AR R IR A i = R, B A 5 Allan
Poe, IS{EATRIHE, IS g g5 37 A9 B 13 o

etk , kAR PRGN 38 B AN R, R A/
BN SR R DO RE , FAE N 8 45 ) B9 BRE 1o 2 2118 — 405
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Abstract :

This paper discussed the translation of late Qing detective
fiction through three case studies: A Study in Scarlet translated by
Wei Yi and Lin Shu; In the Serpents’ Coils translated by Zhou
Guisheng and “the Gold Bug” translated by Zhou Zuoren. Both Lin
Shu and Zhou Zuoren’s translations aimed to be fit into the style and
aesthetics of guwen, a traditional prose style of used in ancient
Chinese texts, while Zhou Guisheng was interested in translating the
Western detective story in the format of traditional Chinese novels.
Meanwhile, the particular political and social reform context of the
late Qing period also influenced the contemporary readers in their
understanding of Western detective fiction. In Lin Shu’s translation,
he was sympathized with the criminal and his enduring yet
vindictive spirit rather than the detective Holmes and his scientific
attitude. Zhou Zuoren encouraged his readers to gain their wealth in
justified ways and Zhou Guisheng stressed the filial theme in his

translation.

Keywords: Detective fiction translation, Late Qing translated
novels, guwen translation, Lin Shu, Zhou Guisheng,

Zhou Zuoren, Sherlock Holmes



