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A Sociological Study of Hongloumeng Reception among
Female Poets in the Late Qing Era

Wang Lijian
( Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,

National Central University)

Abstract ;

The reception of Hongloumeng among women in the late Qing
era primarily took the form of poetic composition. The various
representations of lifestyles, society, emotions, and literature in
these poems seems to have intensified the sentimental and fantastic
elements, and even the decadent or erotic qualities, in
Hongloumeng. Perhaps this reflects a Chinese form of fin-de-siecle
mood, but also a latent sense of a new world being created. The
society of late-Qing women was an offshoot of the traditional boudoir
society , an urban or courtesan society. This tendency was central to
Hongloumeng reception. The modernistic transformation of
courtesan culture of Shanghai was marked primarily by the
introduction of elements from Hongloumeng. There were two
complementary trends as the entertainment of the literati became
more refined, and poetry on Hongloumeng was increasingly devoted
to the demimonde. This also reflect the tendency of late Qing

women’s lifestyles to become part of the larger society.

Keywords ; late Qing, boudoir poets, Hongloumeng, poetry composition,

courtesan culture, modernity



