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Wang Tao and the Early Modern Chinese Newspaper
Industry of Hong Kong — On the Origins of the Hsun
Huan Jih Pao

Xiao Yonghong

( Professor, Department of History, Nanjing Normal University )

Abstract ;

The successful establishment of the Xunhuan ribao ( Universal
Circulating Herald) was closely related to the active participation in
Hong Kong’s Chinese press of Wang Tao, one of the most important
founders of the newspaper. Wang Tao provided the essential
intellectual motive, financial security, and entrepeneurial basis of
the paper in its early stage. For Wang Tao had an awareness of the
role of the early modern press, extensive contacts with important
figures throughout journalistic and business circles, and also
abundant experience working for Jinshi bianlu ( Contemporary
Affairs). These were the primary reasons that the Xunhuan ribao

could be founded successfully.

Keywords: Wang Tao, ( Hsun Huan Jih Pao), { Chin-shih Pien-
lu), < Precious News ), ( Chinese and Foreign
Newspaper) , ( Wah Tze Yah Pao), Chen Shanyan,
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