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“The Beauty of Abundance”: Tang Zunyi’s Discourses

on The Spirit of Chinese Aesthetics

Eva Kit Wah Man

( Professor, Department of Humanities and

Creative Writing, Hong Kong Baptist University )

Abstract :

This article bases its discussion on Tang Zunyi’s aesthetics ideas
in his representative work, The Spiritual Values of Chinese Culture. It
investigates how Tang’s aesthetics has integrated Hegel’s philosophical
ideas and the philosophy of mind in Neo-Confucianism, which has
formulated his discussion of the origin of aesthetic experience. The
article demonstrates Tang’s focus on the immanent sphere of the
transcendental mind, in which the objectification of the mind takes place
only after the subject’s primal experience, or its first encounter with
things. Tang describes this transcendental experience as the “totality of
intuition” , hence comes the division of the subject and the object, and
the functions and the activities of the subject onto the object, which
includes the aesthetic attitude. The article further explicates Tang’s
reading of the various notions of Chinese aesthetics based on the nature
of the origin of aesthetic experience, and his notion of the “beauty of
abundance”. This meaningful concept helps to understand the inter-
relation between (moral) personality and artistic expression in the

aesthetics discourses of Tang Zunyi.

Keywords: Aesthetic experience, Transcendental mind, Totality of
Intuition, Hiding, Cultivation, Resting, Travelling, Empathy,

Beauty of Abundance



