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Absiract;  Agreements and Discrepancies Between the

Zuozhuan and the Sanli

Hsu Tzu Pin

( Professor, Department of Chinese, Lingnan University)

Since the Han period AL (202B. C. —220A. D. ), Chinese
literati have thrown in much effort to the study of the ritual elements
recorded in the Spring and Autumn Annals and the Zuozhuan.
While fruitful results have been achieved by applying Sanli to the
interpretation of these ritual elements, yet little has been done on
the comparison between these books. Based on the findings of pre-
vious scholars like the Qing scholar Yau Jiheng ( Wk 1H ) (1647—
1715) and Yang Bojun (F{HI&R) (1909—1992) , the present ar-
ticle conducted a thorough comparison of the ritual elements con-
tained in the Zuozhuan and their counterparts in the Senli and
reached the conclusion that, although Sanli and Zuozhuan agreed
with each other in respect of various rituals, there are considerable
discrepancies between them. The discrepancies are mainly due to
the transformation of rituals at different times and difference of ritu-
als and practices among the states of the Spring and Autumn period.
On the other hand, the agreements between the Sanli and the
Zuozhuan prove that the etiquettes and rituals found in the Sanli
were describing people’s ritual behaviour during the Zhou Dynasty

and the Spring and Autumn period.
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