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Abstract; Notes on Ancient Meanings of Two Phrases in
Shijing and Shangshu and their New Evidences

from Bronze Inscriptions

Tang Pui Ling
( Assisiani Professor, Department of Chinese Language Studies,

The Hong Kong Institute of Education)

The books Shijing and Shangshu have an early history of for-
mation, and due to its usage of antique wordings and sentence
structure, various scholars had expressed great regrets at their diffi-
culties in understanding. In recent years, since the prosperous de-
velopment in archeology, a huge amount of long-lost documents
have been discovered and excavated. In the early 20th century, the
reputed scholar Wang Kuo-wei had proposed his famous theory of
“dual attestation” , advocating the application of new findings, new
materials and new knowledge to supplement, verify or even revise
the received documents. As shown by the bronze inscriptions newly
found, though their language structures are diverse and unstable, a
number of which could also be recognized coherent and consistent
with those found in received texts such as Shijing and Shangshu.
Taking such critical opportunity, we could surly compare the two for
the sake of acquiring a better understanding on their language.
Therefore, this paper aims at re-examining the meaning of the phra-

ses “Jia vt yi wo” in Shijing and “nai ming ning yu yi ju chang er
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you” in Shangshu by undertaking a mutual verification between the

excavated and the received documents.
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