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Abstract : The Theoretical Framework of Fu Sinian’s Histor-

ical Science

Zhu Yuanging
( Director, The Thought and Intellectual History Institute, Shanghai
University ; Visiting Scholar, Department of Chinese Language and

Literature, Hong Kong Baptist University)

Fu Sinian (1896—1950) was an eminent scholar in early
modern Chinese intellectual history. His establishment of the Insti-
tute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica, marks the advent
of modern liberal arts scholarship. His modern methodology is re-
vealed in his theory that “the study of history is the same as the
study of historical sources. ” He advocated that historical sources be
used as a guide to enter the past world and that the study of history
be related to archeology and textology but free from the interference
of ideology and politics. The present essay discusses the content
and the formation of Fu Sinian’s study of history. The discussion
will focus on the interpretation, analysis, comprehension, and cri-
tique of five aspects, namely his scientific thought, concept of “his-
torical resources,” the relationship between history and linguistics,

archeology, and evidence method.

Keywords ;: Fu Sinian, The Institute of History and Philology, archeol-

ogy , historical sources,relics



