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Abstract; Rewriting Fxemplary Friends in the Late Ming;
Feng Menglong’s Friendship Stories

Martin Weizong Huang
( Professor of Chinese Department of East Asian Languages and

Literatures, University of California)

The Late Ming was a historical period when friendship was cel-
ebrated with unprecedented enthusiasm. However, such celebration
also helped intensify the long-standing conflicts between friendship
and other human relationships as defined in the Confucian notion of
wulun or “the five cardinal human relationships. ” This essay is a
reading of several stories focusing on friendship by Feng Menglong
to explore some of the implications of the ambivalence toward

friendship shared among many literati at that time.

Keywords: friendship, Feng Menglong, five cardinal human rela-

tionships, Shen Jing, Wu Baoan



