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Absiract; Detailed Study of Old Male Characters in Yan
Ge-Ling’s Fiction

Lee Shi Fan

( Language Instructor, School of Chinese, The

University of Hong Kong)

This essay explores the male in advanced age, as depicted in
Yan Ge-Ling’s fiction. The emphasis is focused on the fiction’s nar-
ration of the lives and feelings of old male characters. This explora-
tion of the inner male starts with their failing in love and marriage,
continues with their yearning of family love and affection, and con-
cludes with their loss of self-esteem. In love and marriage, the ol-
der males often face considerable difficulties, rooted mostly from the
common old age stereotype. Comparatively speaking, they tend to
be more successful in finding solace from their family, particularly
through the channel of their grand descendents. Self insecurity is
the greatest predicament of the old male psyche. Regardless of past
glory, the old male desperately seeks respect and approval, but
they face extreme challenges. With so much literary depiction of old
age as being synonymous to misery, despair and discontent, can
writers ever escape the old age stereotype? By examining the old
male characters in Yan Ge-Ling’s fiction, this work seeks a reflec-

tion of this common literary phenomenon.

Keywords; Older Male, Old Age Stereotype, Love and Marriage,
Family Affection, Self



