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Absiract; The City and Countryside in Modern Chinese Po-
etry

Lu Zhen

( Lecturer, Faculty of Arts, Nankai University)

The cultural reform during the late Qing and early republican
periods gave direct rise to dramatic changes in the general concept
of Chinese literature. Consequently, the deep-rooted local-rural po-
etics began to find itself in a shaky position. As Chinese urban cul-
ture grew up, modern poets began to experience and feel the dis-
placement between their “wish-time” and “wish-space. ” This kind
of displacement occurred at the level of value and that of experi-
ence: the former was a reaction to urbanization, modernization, and
Westernization, while the latter concerned one’s keen attachment to
China as a rural homeland. The poets’ attitudes towards the city and
countryside were complex. The continuous integration of experi-
ences turned the modern city discourse to an important theoretical
resource. The modern city introduced new elements, such as a
sense of speed, spatial mode, technolatry, and hue of business.
These elements to a certain extent accorded with the internal fea-
tures needed for the development of modern poetry. The traditional
homeland/idyllic writing, on the other hand, had evolved to a poet-

ic structure hidden behind the broad vision of the city and become
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one of the representation modes for versification on this topic. The
lyrical poet took the point of view of “a person between the city and
countryside” in the explanation of his/her many different ways of

living and thus broadened the spiritual space in modern poetry.

Keywords ; Modern poetry, city writing, countryside/idyllic, poetic

structure, “a person between city and country”



