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Abstract; Toughness and Fragility-a reading of “Bowl”,
by Xi Xi

Wong Leung Wo
( Associate Professor, Department of Chinese,

The Hong Kong Institute of Education)

This essay applies close reading to “Bowl” , a novel by Xi Xi,
drawing upon narrative theory, to analyze its characterization, the
psychology of its characters, and the metaphors, symbols, imagery,
and gender issues of the novel. Tt also explores how the interaction
of the four monologues in the novel forms a Bakhtinian dialogue and
its significance, in an attempt to unravel the multiple meanings of

the work and the relationship between the novel and the novelist.

Keywords; Xi Xi, Bowl, crisscross narrative, monologue, dialogue



