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A Study of the Semantic Evolution of Names
of Acupuncture Points and Other

Related Issues in Examination Books

Kao, Wan-Yu

(Professor, Department of Chinese, National Kaohsiung Normal University )

Abstract

In Chinese language history, studies of the terms used for acupuncture points
are scant, and they mostly focused on the origin of the names of acupuncture
points found in medical books. As linguistic styles in literature vary, they yield
hints to reconstruct the contexts and formation of a text, as well as the writing
attitudes of its author. The present essay is a new attempt to deal with both the
materials and subjects in an integrated study of the examination books and the
names of acupuncture points.

First, this study expands the ontological research of acupuncture points. From
the Xiyuan jilu ( Collected Cases of Injustice Rectified) , it selects acupuncture
point terms with multiple meanings for investigation, including Jianjing
( Shaoyang gall bladder meridian of the foot) , Jianyu (large intestine meridian of
the hand) , Quepen ( Yangming stomach meridian of the foot) , Jiache ( Yangming
stomach meridian of the foot) , Faji (hair line), Qubin ( Shaoyang gall bladder
meridian of the foot) , Taiyang, Taiyang point (temple) , Bishangeng (bridge of
nose), Yintang ( ophryon), and Yaoyan ( lumbar). We shall observe their
evolution, clarify the errors found in notes, recognize semantic units and syntax
combinations, and infer the semantic evolution direction and mechanism. Next,
from the perspectives of the examination books, this study generalizes the

distribution of acupuncture points and reflects upon the doubts of examination
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records and later generations’ attitudes towards relevant treatments.

In this study we realize that some acupuncture point words in the examination
books have new semantic units. The acupuncture point terms with a single
meaning are so named according to the literal meaning of the acupuncture point.
The semantic direction of acupuncture point terms with multiple meanings
consistently refers to the body’s surface or bones. According to documentary
evidence and the system of semantic evolution, the author argues that the
meanings of acupuncture points appear before those of the body’s surface or
bones; hence, the semantic change is a metonymy. Under the conditions of
interactive demand and lexical gap, acupuncture points are a metonymy of the
meanings of the body’s surface or bones.

In the examination books, the distribution of acupuncture points is mainly to
the face, followed by the shoulder; this is because the face is the key to
postmortem examination. The first aid method recorded in the examination books
was once positioned on the body’s surface; it reveals practicality. Given the
authority of Collected Cases of Injustice Rectified and the examiners’ qualification,
practitioners of later generations chose to copy the original texts without
supplements and corrections. This practice reveals the practical values of the

examination system.

Keywords: the examination books, Collected Cases of Injustice Rectified ( Xiyuan

Jjilu) , acupuncture point terms, polysemy, metonymy.



