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On the Excerpted Acts and Variation of
the Clown Character in Clear Voices

Jrom Ten Thousand Straths

Hou, Shu-Chuan

( Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University )

Abstract

Clear Voices from Ten Thousand Straths ( Wanhuo qingyin) is an anthology
of Ming-dynasty Northern Kunju drama compiled by Zhiyun jushi in the late
Ming. It collects 37 zaju and chuangi drama scripts of the Yuan-Ming times and
lists 68 play titles. This book anthologizes two sets of excerpted ( zhezi) acts led
by the clown ( chou) character, namely, “Angrily Heading for Fanyang” from
The Hatched Cottage ( AHF) and “Capture as Planned” from Red Dust (CP). On
the other hand, “Becoming Cunning Spirits” from The Loyalist ( BCS) has been
adapted and become one of the Five Poisonous Creatures Plays, Wiping out Qin
Kuai (WQK) , although it is not marked as a chou play. The three chou plays
reveal a change in the main singers, which took place in their circulation. AHF is
a play about Zhang Fei leaving the military camp due to his discord with Zhuge
Liang, which does not correspond with the play title, The Hatched Cottage. This
play appears in two anthologies, one with the jing (comic) as the main character
singing in the guan tune and the other one being a chou play. The latter is derived
from the anthologies of plays in the tradition of Kunshan singing. CP is a set of
excerpted acts combining the 31st scene, “The Change of the Lord for Fuyu,”
and the 32nd scene, “Plans for Catching the Leader.” In CP, the chou character
plays the role of a detective, who reports the battling progress of Goryeo to Li

Jing. As such, the arrangement of the xiaodan (little female) character as the
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main singer is changed. In BCS, the chou character acts as a crazy monk in
Lingyin Monastery, the incarnation of Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva, uncovering Qin
Kuai’s conspiracy of framing the loyal subjects. In the southern drama and zaju of
the Yuan, the characters of zhengmo (main male) and wai (extra) could play
other roles, but in the Wanli reign-period (1573 —1620) the jing character did it.
In the Qing, the Kun play WQK, which is dated after Continued Making a White
Fur Coat, was a set of chou excerpted acts. These arias were all derived from the
northern suites in Clear Voices from Ten Thousand Straths. This phenomenon
illustrates the importance of drama anthology for the development of chou

excerpted acts in the Qing.

Keyword: Clear Voices from Ten Thousand Straths , the chou (clown) character,

excerpted acts, Ming chuangi plays, drama anthologies



