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on Social Education and the Essence
of Art: the View of Drama and
the Script Writing Theory of Han Bu’an,

a Drama Reformer of the Early Republican Era

Wu Wan-yi

( Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Culture, Hong Kong Polytechnic University )

Abstract

The drama reform movement in the late Qing and early Republican era laid
emphasis on the didactic function of drama, aiming to enlighten people’s minds
and transform social customs. Subsequently, various organizations emerged with
related activities even though none lasted long. As a result, the reform movement
did not achieve any substantial outcome. After the establishment of the Republic,
the government set up offices one by one and established regulations to manage
and monitor the drama profession to incorporate it in organizations of social
education and popular education, attempting to turn the ideas of drama reform into
policies to be implemented by educational organizations. The Drama Reform
Society and Opera Research Society were organizations that promoted drama
reform. Han Bu’an (1877 —1947) , a dramatist of the early Republican years, was
the director of the Drama Reform Society. He also served as the editor-in-chief of
Social Education Weekly, the official publication of the Office of Social
Education. His status and experience allowed him to see drama as a way of putting
social education in practical implementation. Han authored many new opera

scripts. In 1921, he wrote the theoretical treatise “Superfluous Remarks on Opera
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Writing” ; and in 1924, he published a monograph entitled Bu’an on Drama. He
was one of the few dramatists in early Republican years who combined theoretic
discussion and creation. His active years saw the intersection between the rise and
fall of the new drama forms and the May Fourth New Cultural Movement. Without
giving up the traditional drama forms, he dedicated himself to exploring how to
reform the traditional art of drama by adopting a hybrid performing style of “half
new and half old,” and by putting forward a clear view of drama and practical

script-writing theory. His efforts hold particular historical significance.

Keywords: Han Bu’an, Drama Reform, The School of Half Old and Half New,
Script Writing Theory, Superfluous Remarks on Opera Writing



