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The Nature of the Chronology and its
Standardization: The Writing about Battles

and Ceasefire Treaties as Examples

Lee Long-Shien

( Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University)

Abstract

Focusing on the “nature” of the Chronology (Xinian) and its “standardization,”
and utilizing its writing about battles and ceasefire treaties as examples, this
article is a comparative analysis of the recording practices and aims of the
Chronology, Spring and Autumn Annals, Zuo Tradition, and Guoyu, etc., to
evaluate the value and limitations of the Chronology. The article is comprised of
eight sections, as follows: 1) Introduction; 2) The contents of the Chronology;
3) Existing research on the Chronology; 4) The nature of the Chronology, as
compared with that of the Spring and Autumn Annals, Zuo Tradition, and Guoyu
5) The similarities and differences in writing about battles between the Chronology
and Zuo Tradition; 6) A comparison of the ways in which the Chronology and the
Zuo Tradition record the ceasefires between the states of Jin and Chu, which took
place in 579 BCE and 564 BCE; 7) Standardizations in the Chronology; and

8) Conclusion.

Keywords: The Chronology, Zuo Tradition, Guoyu, Standardization, Battles,

Ceasefire



