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An Examination of Why Song People Never Spoke

’ and “Reform
of Laws” of the Qingli Era: A Case Study

of History of Ideas

of the “New Policy,” “New Laws,’

Fung Chi Wang
( Associate Professor, Department of Literature and Cultural Studies,

The Education University of Hong Kong)

Abstract

When Song-Dynasty people summarized the political situation of the Xining
(1068 — 1077 ) and Yuanfeng ( 1078 — 1085) eras, they used the terms “new
laws,” “reform of laws,” and “new policies,” but the Qingli era (1041 —1048)
was never treated in the same way. The term “New Policies of the Qingli era” is
commonly used in contemporary scholarship of Chinese history, but this term was
not in existence in the literature before the Qing Dynasty. What is the reason for
these phenomena? The present study analyzes Song people’s writing on Qingli and
makes the following arguments

(1) During the Xining — Yuanfeng reform, Song people had never directly
compared the reformist advocacy of Fan Zhongyan (989 — 1052) and that of
Wang Anshi (1021 —1086) , nor had they ever considered the Qingli and Xining —
Yuanfeng reforms comparable, until Zhu Xi ( 1130 — 1200) made such a
comparison. Today’s view that the Qingli reform advocacy was deemed
conservative during the Xining — Yuanfeng reform movement was never So
perceived by Song people. (2) After Fan’s death, he was explicitly criticized by
Mei Yaochen (1002 —1060) , Emperor Shenzong of the Song (r. 1067 — 1085) ,

and Wang Anshi only. The criticisms by the latter two indicate that the Xining —
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Yuanfeng reform leaders did not completely agree with the Qingli reform.
(3) Ouyang Xiu (1007 —1072) and the other leaders of the Qingli reform held
that Fan’s failure was due to the extensive wave of criticisms the reform had
triggered. However, during the reign of Emperor Huizong (r. 1100 — 1126), a
positive view emerged, coming with it inarguable narratives that describe the
reform as a sign of Emperor Renzong’s (r. 1022 — 1063) willingness to accept
advice. Unable to reveal the Qingli reform’s true features, this opinion deliberately
ignores the historical fact that the Qingli advocates were lambasted and thus
demoted, but helps construct Fan’s personal image as a most loyal person.
(4) Song people had never considered that the Qingli reform violated the
ancestral custom of the Song Dynasty, and this is the very reason why they had
never referred to it as “new policies.” This argument was further supported by the
opinion of Southern Song critics, who viewed Fan as a protector of the traditional

norms laid down by the ancestors of the Song Dynasty’s royal house.

Keywords: Fan Zhongyan, Qingli New Polices, Xining Reform, Wang Anshi,
History of Ideas



