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The Academic Orientation of Cheng Gongdui’s
Notes to Spring and Autumn Period

Kang, Kai-lin

(Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Chung Hsing University )

Abstract

In the Song Dynasty, there were many works written in the new
historiographic style adapted from the Spring and Autumn Annals. Among these
works, the most complete and comprehensive compilation is Cheng Gongdui’s
Notes to Spring and Autumn Period because it contains the largest number of
fascicles and the most abundant topics. However, insufficient attention has been
given to the general trend and academic significance of rubric adaptation.
Therefore, this paper is intended to be the first to investigate Cheng’s book with a
focus on its compilation rules, commentaries, and the education function of
history. This paper takes the Theories of Emperor Respect in The Spring and
Autumn Annals as an example to verify that Notes to Spring and Autumn Period
not only reflects the people and events in The Zuo Commentary and plays a role in
the annals of history, but also extends the interpretation and enhances it by
adopting a variety of commentaries and styles, as well as seeks to enlighten the
sages’ purposes. The paper concludes that Notes to Spring and Autumn Period
inherited the interpretation system of The Spring and Autumn Annals but forms a
unique internal theory closely related to other commentaries and constructs a tree-

shaped and symbiotic academic domain.

Keywords: The Spring and Autumn Annals, Zuo Commentary, Cheng Gongdui,
biographic style, historiography



