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A Contradiction in the Reconciliation
of the Han Learning and Song Learning:
The Methodology and Significance
of Ding Yan’s Collective Commentaries

on Du Yu’s Exegesis on the Zuo Tradition

Chen Hao Che

( Assistant Professor, Chinese Language and Culture Center,

BNU-HKBU United International College)

Abstract

The theory of reconciling Han Learning and Song Learning debuted as a
mediator of the Philologist School of the Qianlong — Jiaqing ( 1735 — 1820) era
and the School of New Text of the late Qing ( 1840 — 1912) eras. Most of its
proponents allegedly adopted the advantages of each school. However, notably in
their exegeses of the Confucian classics, these scholars tended to be in favor of
only one school. Although Ding Yan (1794 —1875) declared “understanding Song

b

Learning based on Han Learning,” in his Collective Commentaries on Du Yu's
Exegesis on the Zuo Tradition ( Zuozhuan Dujie jizheng ), for example, he
actually realized an academic mode of “subjectively textual” by “correcting the
Han Learning based on Song Learning.” He went against the century-old tradition
of Han Learning, but inspired the dimension of discourse on method for the later

New Text Confucianism in Late Qing times.

Keywords: Ding Yan, Textual Criticism, reconciliation of Han Learning and

Song Learning, Methodology for the Study of Confucian Classics



