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The Rubric of Writing “Parricide” and the Ethics
of Rulers and Subjects: A Discussion Centered on

Eastern Han Scholarship and Du Yu’s Views

Sung Hui Ju

( Associate Professor, Department Of Chinese Study National, Quemoy University )

Abstract

Han Dynasty scholars often used the Gongyang and Guliang commentaries to
interpret the Spring and Autumn Annals and the Zuozhuan. Du Yu (222 —285)
excludes these two sources along with the Eastern Han scholars’ views derived
from them in his commentary on the Spring and Autumn Annals but exclusively
relies on the Zuozhuan. Du Yu mainly accepts the view of Eastern Han scholars,
but the distinction is marked by his use of certain rubrics. Most of the Eastern Han
exegetic work is not extant. In a comparison between them with Du Yu’s wording,
one finds a prominent difference in the principle of writing about “parricide.” This
article discusses the interpretation of “parricide” by Eastern Han scholars, which
is based on Gongyang and Guliang. It also analyzes the content and proposition of

’

Du Yu’s “ Writing Parricide,” which interprets the principle of * parricide”
according to the Zuozhuan. This shows that Eastern Han scholars blamed the
subjects more than the rulers, and that they did not conform to the Zuozhuan’s
principles. However, Du’s method is to interpret the Spring and Autumn Annals
exclusively in light of the Zuozhuan in a consistent and reasonable manner. What

is more significant is that Du Yu’s principle plays an important role in the

formation of a specialized study of the Zuozhuan.

Keywords ; Spring and Autumn Annals, Zuozhuan , Parricide, Eastern Han, Du Yu



