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Maintaining Family Instruction through Violence:
The Irony and Inheritance of the Writing of
Femme Fatales and Heroines in Water Margin

and its Ming-Qing Sequels

Tseng Shih-Hao
( Associate Professor, Department of Language and Creative Writing,

National Taipei University of Education)

Abstract

Although Water Margin is generally regarded as a book of masculinity,
readers can also be impressed by the various female roles in it. While the novel
focuses on the biographies of two monks, Lu Zhishen and Wu Song, the scenes
featuring women strengthen the notion that beauty is superficial. Moreover, the
book implies that heroes suffer from moral injuries caused by lust and power. The
description of affairs with married women continues in the novel’s three sequels in
the Ming-Qing dynasties. In a comparative study, we note in these later works that
the motif of “beauty causing disaster” is no longer inevitable and that violence is
not the key to maintaining house rules. From Water Margin to Sweeping the
Rebels ( Dang kou zhi) , we observe that the heroines struggle with the identities
of “rebel subduer” and “one who commits patricide” in their role’s shift from the

edge of morality and gender to the center.

Keywords: Water Margin, sequels, monks, femme fatales, heroines



