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The Insights and Values of the Commentary
on Emperor Yang of the Sui’s Poems

Anthologized in Lu Shiyong’s Shijing

Chang, Li-Ying
('Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature ,

National Cheng Kung University )

Abstract

The late Ming scholar Lu Shiyong (d. 1640) has a unique aesthetic taste
revealed in his commentary on Emperor Yang of the Sui’s (r. 604 —618) poems
anthologized in his Shijing ( Mirror of Shi-Poetry ). What is Lu’s aesthetic
standard? In this study, I point out that Lu Shiyong deliberately avoids the
viewpoints found in miscellaneous Tang and Song notes about this emperor’s envy
for other talented poets and penchant for killing them by making use of the
fabricated realization of prophecies. Rather, Lu highlights the emperor’s romantic
and talented character. This treatment reflects the emphasis on lyricism while
despising the monarch’s morals. Lu appraises the Sui Emperor’s poems as
embodying “ Air and Bones” and “pursuing simplicity via embellishment.” This
appraisal reveals Lu’s emphasis on simplicity, a deed achieved by the Sui
Emperor, who checked and changed the trends in writing in overly ornate poetry
with little solid content, which were developed and prevalent since the Qi and
Liang Dynasties (479 —557). In Lu’s view, the poetry of the Six Dynasties died
as Tang poetry was born. Before this transition, Emperor Yang’s poetry became
especially precious because he was nourished by the poetry of the Six Dynasties.
In short, from the perspective of the development of literary history, Lu Shiyong

reevaluates the value of Emperor Yang’s poetry and demonstrates a different
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perspective in late Ming poetics, which are mainly represented by classicists and

the Jingling schools.

Keywords: Lu Shiyong, Shijing, Emperor Yang of the Sui Dynasty, lyricism,

Six Dynasties



