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The Narrative Aesthetics of Ink Painting

in Chen Uen’s Chinese Ink History Comics

Hsieh Kun-Hua

('Associate Professor of the Chinese Department of Chung Hsing University )

Abstract

What is the narrative form of history? Does a particular form affect the
quality of historical narration? The Taiwanese comic artist Chen Uen ( 1958 —
2017) received an Excellence Award from the Japan Cartoonists Association in
1991 and won the Best Comic title from Taiwan’s National Institute for
Compilation and Translation in 1986. He uses his historical comics to prove that
continuous images can also create figuration for historical events and characters,
which become an effective channel for the public to acquire historical knowledge.

[

Moreover, Chen Uen applies the techniques of abstract-and-concrete
combination of ink painting” to present historical narration. Specifically, Chen’s
unparalleled skills in using the abstract-and-concrete combination of ink painting
in his historical comics provide the conceptual figuration for character ink
painting, symbol layout for spatial composition, and the practice of focusing and

zooming-in techniques for narrative storyboards, significantly endowing historical

narration with aesthetics.

Keywords: Chen Uen, historical narrative, historical figuration of characters,

narrative space layout, narrative storyboard



