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Changing Situation and Ending Situation:
The Interior and Exterior of the Texts
of the Palace-style Suite Ci-Poetry
by Zhu Zumou

Min Feng

( Associate Professor, School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University )

Abstract

In his later years, Zu Zumou ( 1851 — 1931), also known by his sobriquet
Elder of Qiangcun, created a suite of ci-poems entitled “Eight Poems Enlarging
the Ones by Yuanzhi Written in Palace Style, to the Tune of Zhegutian.” The
settings of these poems were his meetings with Puyi, Emperor Xuantong (r. 1909 —
1912) , after the latter’s relocation from the imperial palace. This suite of works is
apparently “ palace-style” with Puyi as its center, but describes a series of
significant historical incidents of the late Qing dynasty. Therefore, it became the
masterpiece of Zhu Zumou, who concluded the historical writings of ci-poetry in
politically chaotic times. Compared with Zhu’s model, the eight poems by Yuan
Haowen (1190 —1257) , the Qiangcun poems take an objective view and literally
focus on the imperial court. Their style may be seen as a return to the palace-style
tradition, without any deviation. However, it is exactly this retreat in form that
results in expanding the meaning space in the text and brings brand-new artistic
tension. Judging from the original story of these ci-poems, quite a few of the
poems feature multi-meaning dimensions. The most typical one is the third poem
in the suite. It reflects the “literary reality” over the basis of “historical reality” .
This effect is achieved by the poet’s unique writing skills dealing with unique

political backgrounds. To a certain extent, it is also a reflection of the memory
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field of the loyalists’ of the past dynasty. The manuscript Qiangcun yuye yields
hints to our analysis of the revision work of the eight Zhegutian poems. With the
observation of the intertexts of these poems written at the same time, we argue
that there are not only traces of group memories but also Qiangcun’s personal
integrity and principles. They form his political integrity throughout his life. We
place these works in the late-Ming, three-hundred-year history of ci-poetry and
find that this suite of Zhegutian poems represents all the strengths of suite poems

of the time.

Keywords: Palace-style; original story; literary reality; manuscript; writing of

the history of ci-poetry





