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Hu Sichun and the Gao Confederacy :
Two Clues to the Collapse of the Erzhu Regime

Hu, Sheng-yuan

( Associate Professor, School of History and Culture, Hainan Normal University )

Abstract

The scholarly community, influenced by Wei Shu and Bei Qi Shu, has
underestimated the role of Hu Sichun and Gao Qian in the collapse of the Erzhu
Regime. This paper grants them equal importance with Gao Huan and argues that
Hu Sichun’s strategic planning was instrumental in helping Gao Huan to defeat the
Erzhu Regime despite his weaknesses. Hu Sichun’s subsequent fall-out with Gao
Huan was not only due to the latter’s raising an army and domineering over him,
but also because of his discontent with swiftly becoming a steppingstone for Gao
Huan, which thwarted his secret ambitions to hegemony. Gao Huan was clearly
aware of this, but by seizing the opportunity when the remaining troops of the six
garrisons went east for food during the famine, and cooperating with Gao Qian, a
diehard supporter of Emperor Xiaozhuang, he was able to rise above the rest and
achieve hegemony in the name of avenging the former emperor. Thus, Gao Huan

’

also gave up the idea of “cleansing the emperor’s close circle,” and even had to
depose Emperor Jiemin who was supported by all and enthrone Emperor Xiaowu.
This move was not only out of the consideration that “ Gao-zu ( Emperor
Xiaowen ) must have descendants,” but also Gao’s attempt to use the authority of

Emperor Xiaowen’s older descendants to press Hu Sichun into submission.

Keywords: Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern Dynasties; Erzhu Rong; Warlords

of the Northern Garrisons; Hu Sichun; Gao Huan; Gao Qian
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