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Terms of Color and Related Issues

in Inspection Book Xiyuan Jilu

Kao Wan-Yu

( Professor, Department of Chinese, National Kaohsiung Normal University )

Abstract

Ancient inspection books are manuals for postmortem examination, as they
recorded related laws, procedures, postmortem examination, and changes in
corpses. Xiyuan Jilu (1247) by Song Ci (1186 —1249) in the Song Dynasty is
the first systematic inspection book in China and was influential in judging legal
cases at the time and in the following generations. The inspection book includes
detailed descriptions of the human body, corpses, and the colors of organs,
tissues, and scars. It also shows different dimensions of the terminology for colors.

This study combs through the use of color terminology in Xiyuan Jilu,
including white, black, red, yellow, blue, and purple. According to Liiliguan
Jjiaozheng xiyuanlu and Xiyuanlu xiangyi from the Qing Dynasty, the terminology
for colors in the examination system were simple and significant, and they were
universal terms with a specific language style. They were traditional and
innovative, because a small amount of new terms were discovered therein. The
use of “chi” over “red” and “qing” over “green” showed the traditional side of
the examination language. However, the examination of the following generations
revealed the time and the mainstream terms. The terms of colors in examination
books modified several terms of human bodies, and this was rarely seen in other
books, hence showing the value of language in these books.

The use of “qing”, “green”, and “blue” was the result of cognition and

evolution of the social culture. More often, “qing” was used to represent green
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instead of blue, which reflects objective natural reality. Two general rules in the
ordering of color terms, the second morpheme referred to the first event, basic
category, and mainstream terms. The colors ( white and black) , which influenced

brightness and saturation, tended to be placed in the postposition.

Keywords: Inspection Books, terms of color, the ranking of terms of colors,

cognition, social culture
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