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Appreciation and Literary Meaning of

Grave-Visiting Poetry in the Southern Dynasties

Ho Wei-kang

(Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese, National Taiwan Normal University )

Abstract

Graves were an important cultural field in Medieval China. In poetry, its role
changed from a subsidiary element in Eastern Han to being a main theme in the
Southern Dynasties. The connection between graves and poetry has created a
unique development and transformation. Poems on visiting graves in the Southern
Dynasties are characterized by the theme of mobility. They not only emphasize the
poets’ incidental discovery of graves but also point out that the graves’ very
existence is different from the world of human experience. It requires mobility to
step into the “unusual” world of the grave from the “usual” world of everyday
life. On the themes of visiting graves and mourning, the two literary circles led by
Hsieh Ling-Yun and Hsiao Tzu-Liang demonstrate two different modes of writing,
“create writing for the sake of feeling” and “create feeling for the sake of
writing.” In the latter part of the era, by integrating the genres of grave-visiting
poetry and poems on history, He Xun and Yu Xin further expanded the
possibilities of the former, taking it beyond reflections on life and death. The
grave-visiting poetry in the Southern Dynasties feature travel, mourning and
reflection on history, combine the discussion of time and space as well as life and
death, and provide an important perspective in appreciating the poetry of the

Southern Dynasties.

Keywords: cultural field, Southern Dynasties, graves, mobility, poetry





