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The War Writings of the Huaihai Song

Lyricists and Their Significance

Guo Wenyi

( Associate Professor, School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China)

Abstract

The Huaihai Lyricists were a literary group active in the Yangzhou region
during the Xianfeng and Tongzhi reign eras. Most of these authors came from
humble backgrounds, and there are no detailed records of them in the official
history and local records. They were displaced from their homes and
experienced the Taiping Rebellion. Their works reflect the turmoil and
suffering experienced by literati in the Yangzhou area during this period.
Previous studies of the Huaihai Lyricists have primarily focused on prominent
writers within the group and their achievements in writing song lyrics with
historic significance. This paper takes a micro-perspective, exploring the war
narratives during the Taiping Rebellion and the subsequent post-war writings by
this group of lyricists, presenting the individual experiences of bereavement,
distress, and trauma during the war, as well as the long process of
reconstructing daily life for transcendence after the war. Through their works,
we can observe the enduring impact of the war on individuals and the authors’
attempts to heal, but some of the literati ultimately could not heal themselves
and descended into despair. This paper attempts to reveal the unique function
of lyric poetry in expressing personal emotional experiences through sorting
out and analyzing these works, shedding light on the life experiences of
ordinary individuals under the broad historical circumstances and the

construction of collective memories of this group. It also explores the
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significance of war-related works in the history of ci poetry.

Keywords: Taiping Rebellion; Huaihai Song Lyricists Group; War Narratives

and Post-War Writing; Trauma Experience; Collective Memories





