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Literary Drinking: Jintiwuyu as Drinking Game

and the Canonization of the Juxingtang Story

Zhang, Zhijie

(Lecturer, School of Literature, Southwest University)

Abstract

Poetry that prohibits form-depicting language ( jintiwuyu ) along with the
Juxingtang story created by Ouyang Xiu and Su Shi were highly esteemed by later
poets and became a model for emulation and a special writing tradition. The
playfulness of jintiwuyu is readily noticeable when we examine it in the context of
the occasion — drinking and writing poem in the snow — and in conjunction with
the writings by later poets. In addition to serving as an injunction to writing
poetry, it was also a drinking game. There were quite a few examples that
explicitly used jintiwuyu as both poetic injunction and drinking game, which
continued through the subsequent generations. The drinking game of jintiwuyu also
became general knowledge and even appeared in intertextual writing. Clearly, the
Jintiwuyu drinking game, as an implicit norm, played an important role in the
transmission of the Juxingtang story. To Breaking out from the restrictive
framework of classical poetics and observing the tradition of jintiwuyu poetry that
has been passed down through the ages and spread overseas from the perspective
of situational poetics, not only should the creation of Ouyang Xiu and Su Shi’s
poems not be criticized as peculiar, but the writers following the model of Ouyang
and Su also should not be dismissed as simple imitation. The writing of emulating
exemplars in later generations is not just wordplay, but the cultural representation
of the poets’ conscious act to inherit the paradigm and continue legacy. It is also

the poetic expression of the poet’s own life, which condenses the meaning of
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individual life history.

Keywords: Ouyang Xiu, Su Shi, jintiwuyu, drinking game, emulating

exemplar, situational poetics





