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Research on the “Landscape Poetics” Established
by Wang Changling’s Shi Ge

Tsai, Yu

( Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University )

Abstract

Wang Changling’s Shi Ge is the first book to establish “landscape” as a
keyword in the study of poetry. This contribution can be used as a valuable source
for later generations to examine the relationship between sentiment and landscape.
Wang discussed “landscape” at multiple levels; these include the *landscape”
shaped by real experience, the “landscape” as expressed in poetry, and the
“landscape” reflected in the mind mediated by imagination. From this discussion,
he developed a set of transformations from the physical experience to the internal
and external scenery, which was subsequently implemented in the creation of
landscape poetics. His landscape poetics describes the experience of landscape
itself and how this experience is transformed into poetic imagery through the
mediation of “situation” (jing). On the one hand, through creative practice, he
also explained how the relationship between the vocabulary of “scenery” and of
“sense” can be configured, as well as how the comprehensive context of a work
can be managed. It is within this series of interlocking discourses that we can see
why “landscape” has become an encompassing key term in the poetics of later
generations. The meaning of illumination, reflection and mapping in “landscape”
has successfully linked inside and outside, as well as nature and humanity, out of

which landscape poetics is fully expressed.

Keywords: Tang poetry, Wang Changling, Shi Ge, landscape, poetics



