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Foreign Writings on the “Relationship

between Poetry and Painting”

— Focusing on the Writings of the “Relationship between
Poetry and Painting” during the Joseon Dynasty

Xiong Yao
(Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Chinese Language and Literature,

Fudan University)

Abstract

The “relationship between poetry and painting” during the Joseon Dynasty is
centered around the principle of “unity of poetry and painting,” yet it exhibits
different characteristics in various periods, which can be broadly divided into
practical and theoretical aspects. The literati of the Goryeo Dynasty actively

embraced the Northern Song poetic and artistic concepts led by Su Shi, laying the

3

foundation for the “relationship between poetry and painting” in the Joseon

Dynasty. In terms of practice, the form of the “relationship between poetry and

3

painting” evolved from primarily “separated poetry and painting” in themed

¢

poems to “unified poetry and painting” in poetic imagery. The participating
groups also demonstrated a transition from “court-centric” to “family-centric,”

reflecting the power struggle between royal authority and the gentry, as well as the

€

Joseon Dynasty’s cultural ambition to establish a “small China.” Theoretically,

influenced by the practical learning movement, the development of the painting

3

community, and Southern School painting, the theory of the * relationship
between poetry and painting” in the Joseon Dynasty gradually evolved from initial
interpretations and conceptual explanations towards a more concrete and

comprehensive direction, ultimately leading to a path of Koreanization that
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produced “true-view” landscape painting and theories represented by Jeong Seon.
Meanwhile, the “relationship between poetry and painting” in the Joseon Dynasty

had a significant impact on the poetic community.

Keywords: Joseon Dynasty, relationship between poetry and painting, unity of

poetry and painting, East Asian Han cultural sphere, poetic imagery



