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Weng Fanggang’s Reading and Research on Du Fu’s
Poetry: A Study Based on Documentary
Investigation, the History of Reading, and

Processual Reconstruction

Kong, Yanjun
( Boya Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Chinese Language and

Literature , Peking University)

Abstract

Weng Fanggang’s profound dedication to the study of Du Fu’s poetry is
widely acknowledged in the history of Du Fu studies during the Qing Dynasty.
However, it is crucial to emphasize that academic research on Weng Fanggang’s
engagement with Du Fu’s poetry should not be confined to theoretical explorations
of poetics. Instead, greater attention must be paid to the concrete practices and
processes of Weng’s personal study of Du Fu’s poems. Here, “documentary

[

investigation” and “the history of reading” offer two viable methodological
frameworks. By approaching the subject through these lenses — examining
material sources and reconstructing historical reading practices — we can trace and
contextualize Weng Fanggang’s engagement with Du Fu’s poetry. This involves
anchoring his reading experiences within specific books, texts, material channels,
and real-world contexts, thereby enabling a more comprehensive and tangible
understanding of how Weng’s intellectual framework for Du Fu studies took shape.
Furthermore, through such documentary investigation and processual reconstruction,
we may even glimpse the broader reading practices and limitations of mid-Qing

scholar-officials and literati in their study of Du Fu, shedding light on the

intellectual landscape of the era.



HITMHEFREETR 291

Keywords: Weng Fanggang, Documents related to Du Fu’s Poetry, the
History of Poetics in the Qing Dynasty, the History of Reading, Processual

Reconstruction



