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A Discussion on the Representations of
Female Entertainers’ Stage Names

in Yuan and Ming Sanqu

Tianjun Chen
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Abstract

Writing on the female entertainers’ stage names can be commonly found in Yuan
sanqu, which was rarely seen in other literary genres. The previous scholarship
regarded this trope of sanqu as a normal rhetorical technique called gianming % %4
(embedding names in sentences ). However, this trope reveals Yuan sangu’s
distinctive aesthetic by innovative punning and creatively uniting ya (refined) and
su (popular). Writing on the female entertainers’ stage names proves Yuan sanqu
as a mixed-registers literature. Nevertheless, the motivation of inventing this trope
should not be simplified as pursuing immediacy in a social, communal
environment. Instead, by relating writing on the female entertainers’ stage names
with the writings of the Jin-Yuan ci song lyrics and the compilation of Yuan sanqu
collections, it is safe to say that this trope is more oriented toward literary creation
than for social orcommercial purposes. Later on, the writings on the female
entertainers’ stage names underwent changes in Ming sanqu, which correspond to

the Ming playwrights’ reception towards Yuan sanqu as canonized literature.

Keywords: Yuan sanqu, Ming sanqu, courtesans, stage names, performance

culture
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